25X1 A 


25X1 A 


Approved For ReleJOP 2/ SE s G ( R0? >81 600401 R002300170002 - 0 


memorandum for the record 


TOP SECRET 780543 
December 28, 1978 


SUBJECT: 


Briefing of Secretary of State Vance 
Order of Battle, December 27, 1978 


on North Korean 


thp The NIO for East Asia and Pacific, and 

Partic^afed in a briefing of the Secretary of State 
on 27 December 1978 on the subject of the North Korean OrdS of Battle 
resent from the Department of State were Assistant Secretary for 
Carte^TIT^f; Richard Holbrooke; Departmental Spokesman, Hodding 

S2l^ SeCret ^ o£ State £or Congressional Relations? 

Douglas Bennet, and an unnamed representative from the Korean desk. 

Also present was a representative from DIA. (C) 

r. DCI Presented the briefing which he had given the 

iFFfrF la H week v He include d additional elements from the brief- 
e. p together by At i ts conclusion, Secretary Vance 

would-be "are weFFv^T 011 aS £&r . as the Con 8 ress is concerned 
KnlSl + u talking about a massive and sudden buildup of North 
Korean troops here or are we speaking of new evidence leading to a 
new estimate of North Korean strength?" The DCI replied that we are 
speaking about a buildup of North Korean forces since 1970 which has 
year ln (TS) t0 ^ present and increased substantially in the last 

■ r ■ 3 * . The dlsc ussion moved quickly to the meaning of this intelligence 
information. Mr. Holbrooke expressed the view that it is the net § 

SbsS^l - S “ itlcal ; Do the North Korean forces n™ have 

substantial superiority to the South Koreans? The DCI pointed out that 

a net assessment of the North Korean threat has not been initiated with 
^ j S ?| ew mformat ion . Indeed, DIA had not yet completed its validation 
and the Army (INSCOM) was still checking and re-checking its evidence. (TS) 

.4. Secretary Vance then asked what about the critical factors of 
warning time m the event of hostile North Korean action md wte? would 
the evidence suggest with respect to North Korean intentions 

toeiSoi ?o K° reans d0 - n0t appear to have dOTiata i SHIP 

intention to unify the Korean peninsula. (TS) 

5 - The discussion then moved to the plan for Congressional notifica- 

on°?he fv-F taiy V F Ce aS F d the DCI t0 br£e£ Senator Nunn pe^sonaSy 
on the evidence and since Senators Hart and Glenn will be travell 

goFfFF N r J vF ey c: ShOUld be included also - S^e the DCI SIl no? S b r th 
Director S ^ cre ^ ar y Vance thought it appropriate that the 

Director brief Senator Nunn prior to the Senator's departure on the 

offFe S a°H r anUa ^T 3rd \ ^ ^dersigned has checked with Senator Nunn’s 
office and he will not be retaining to Washington until the afternom 

i 2n a ?u 10 u ^°M hls de P art ure on the evening of January 3rd. We 
have scheduled the briefing for 9 a.m. January 3rd on Capitol Hill. 

Senators Glenn and Hart will also be invited. (C) 
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staff I " tb? ril t0 ° ther , interested Members of Congress and their 

• • & tb CI ^ n ° tl£l catioi^lan was largely accepted. The DCI declared 

t K ^ ave do the briefings after January 2nd, 

subject to his being on call if an important Member or Senator requested 

siLSsted n S a ? P ? ear r Ce, T SeCre ^ aiy Vance a S reed with this plan aSd 
suggested that Senators Inouye (D-Hawaii) and Percy fR- in') and Ren 

Bill Broomfield (R-Mich) be added to our notificaSon list CS) 

Mr i H ° lbrooke re P orted that Senator Nunn has already 
th f t he lntends t0 mke a statement opposing American troop 
withdrawal plans, probably in Seoul on January 11. No difficulty was ? 
oreseen in securing Senator Nunn's assurance not to reveal numbers 

Korean build ^ in “ ion ^ -y of 

Korean'buildup MS &£? 

wltiffb 7 nww 6 US gOVerraient should not reveal the numbers associated 

mltte? St I ength ln ^ ° £ its public utterances on the 

would create an unacceptable precedent. Hodding Carter 
11 be working with Herb Hetu and Tom Ross on the US press release. (S) 
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